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PREFACE TO THE FETTE MILL HISTORY 
AS QUOTED BY 
THE LAWRENCEBURG PRESS~--DECEMBER 4, 1958 


THE FETTE MILL HISTORY 


The following is copied verbatim as it was published in the 
Lawrenceburg Press, written by A. A. Fette from December 25, 1958 
EOuMarch19.,.. 1959,7..u(0 abies) 


For two months Press readers have been reading with great inte- 
rest the history of the settling and organization of Dearborn Coun- 
ty and the mid-west, written by Anthony A. Fette, a native of New 
Alsace, Indiana, stationary engineer, and a specialist on history. 


The Press has been pleased by the large numbers of readers who 
have written to thank us for this history and request more of simi- 
lar nature. It ends this week. 


Starting Dec. 25, in an edition that will be printed early for 
the pre-Christmas spirit that it will contain, The Press will start 
a new serial by the same author. It is "Partial History of the Fet- 
te Mill". This historical series is built about the old New Alsace 
flour mill that was established and operated for years by Mr. Fet- 
te's father, and it comes close to home. 


Watch for the Fette Mill history, packed with incidents and 
names that were familiar to our grandfathers and fathers. 


A PARTIAL HISTORY OF 
THE FETTE FLOUR MILL 


A Serial By Anthony A Fette 


It is rather difficult at this tine (July 1958) to piece toge- 
ther all the details of the establishment oP the Flour Mill, which 
was originally located on the Laughery Creek between Pierceville 
and Osgood, Ripley County, Indiana, where the mill was originally 
erected nearly 100 years ago. 


The writer has secured the following from various sources. The 
first piecemeal bits of information are remembered from his father 
Gerhard Fette telling, from time to time, also overhearing his mo- 
ther and older brothers discussing the various phases of their re- 
Sidence near the Laughery Creek. 


When the writer wrote the New Alsace History, Mr. Harold Free- 
land of Sunman, Indiana (who wrote the history of Adams Township) 
contributed some information. Then in October 1955 Anthory A. Fette 
met a man at a funeral parlor, where Lee Nolan was laid out, who 
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introduced himself as Gus Bertelsman, and in the course of our con- 
versation, it was found that Mr. Bertelsman was a former playmate 
of Nicholas and Frank Fette (brothers of the writer) at the Lau- 
ghery Creek location. Mr. Bertelsman was then over 86 years of age 
and was still active as a plasterer. He gave the writer consider- 
able information of his early boyhood, and what he remembered of 
che, Old stloure mill: 


Parts of the historical features of the Fette Mill have been 
published in the New Alsace History. Other parts were published in 
tho Supplement to the New Alsace History. Some of it in the Bio- 
graphy of Gorhard Fette. 


These chapters are herewith reproduced in their proper sequence 
in order to make the story more complete in one presentation. 


In order to get a little more information on this subject the 
writer on July 24, 1958 made a trip to tho Rlpley County Court- 
house at Versailles, Indiana where he spent an afternoon in the 
County Recorder's and the County Clerks offices where he searched 
through seven or eight books such as I & W also No. 51-52-53 and 
found that the mill was sold at a Shoriff’s Sale. 


After hearing all the stories and all the data gathered up to 
this time, the writer, in a measure, realized all the hardships, 
tragedies, despair and grief that was experienced in connection 
WLUNachc cami il 


The builder of the mill and the residence, Mr Engelbrecht, com- 
mitted suicide by hanging himself, as related by Mr. Bertelsman, 
who said he hung himself in the house in which the Bertelsman fa- 
mily later resided. Just what Mr. Engelbrecht's troubles were are 
unknown, but Father often spoke of the various dams furnishing the 
mill waterwheel, which were destroyed in floods. It is believed 
Father mentioned three dams having been built across Laughery Creek 
at that location. 


Mr. Freeland mentioned in the New Alsace History a letter dated 
March 20, 1949 which states: "According to information given me by 
the old gentleman, Mr. John Gunter of Spades, Indiana, the mill was 
owned by a man named Brunning during the early seventies but he did 
not know as to when the mill was built except that he took grist 
to the mill when he was a lad of 12 or 14 years of age, and he is 
now well past 80. Mr. Gunter was reared in the community where the 
mill was located on the Laughery Creek. Yours, H. L. Freeland." The 
foregoing was a reply to a letter of the writer to Mr. Freeland, 
seeking more information on the old mill that his father Gerhard 
Fette bought in 1877. Mr. Brunning evidently owned and operated the 
mill after Mr. Englebreoht. The Brunning mentioned by Mr. Gunter 
is not remembered by Mr. Bertelsman. 
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In the New Alsace History on page 4, we find the following: Fa- 
ther told an interesting story that is remembered here. A man di- 
rectly from Europe took over the mill and spent $1,500 in building 
a fine dam but the first flood washed it away and bankrupted him. 
The Laughery Creek makes an almost right-angle turn at that locat- 
ion. The natives advised him to place the dam after the bend in the 
creek, but he spurned their advise and placed it ahead of the bend, 
and the first log that came down the creek during the flood at high 
speed punched a hole through it. The entire dam crumpled to pieces, 
whereas if he had placed it after the bend, the logs would have ex- 
pended their force on the east hill, then would have rolled side- 
ways over the dam without any damage. If memory is correct three 
dams washed away there. 


In the "Supplement, tenth installment" the following is ment- 
ioned; When the writer told Mr. Bertelsman that a man from Germany 
had spent $1,500 on n new dam, Gus said, "Mr. Droeger was the man. 
When the dam washed away, his mother, Mrs. Bertelsman, saw Mr. 
Droeger kneel down in the bottoms and pray, and that it vas not 
long after that Mr. Droeger died. Gus said he was the first corpse 
he ever saw." 


According to Mr. Bertelsman: "The mill had been converted from 
a water driven to a steam power driven plant before Mr. Droeger 
acquired it, which required tho consumption of two cords of wood 
per day. Evidently Mr. Droeger was not satisfied to buy the wood, 
and see all the water in the creek going to waste and decided to 
reconvert the mill to water power. Father said further, "The German 
had no knowledge of the rampage that creek could assume in flood 
time, and had he listened to the natives there, he would have been 
better off." It is evident that Mr. Droeger grieved himself to 
death. 


From the records at the Versailles Court House in Book I, page 
663 it was found that Mr. Edward Droeger borrowed the money from 
Henry Hartman and had given two promissory notes; one for $700 and 
another for $1,Z00. Evidently he spent that borrowed money on the 
dam, or at least most of it. The record also shows that he gave 
those notes before he married with Elizabeth, Sept. 5, 1872. 


After Droeger's death, Henry Hartman took his case to court at 
Versailles, known as foreclosure No. 1248. The court appointed Ed- 
win Ferris as guardian and attorney for Elizabeth Droeger and her 
infant daughter, Lauretta. But evidently Mr. Ferris could not help 
them. Henry Hartman demanded judgment against the property, which 
it appears consisted of 45 acres of land with the mill and resi- 
dence on a tract of 14-51/100 acres. The mill and the appurtenan- 
ces belonging thereto were in possession of Kingfield and Spencer 
(which was another complication not fully understood). 


The court ordered the sale of the property as a sheriffs sale 
to satisfy the judgement it rendered for Henry Hartman, and ordered 
the Sheriff, Henry Wever of Ripley County, to proceed to advertise. 
aypublic auction ‘on; Ock.s 197 1875" 


The sheriff advertised the sale for Nov. 13, 1875 at the Court 
House; defendants Elizabeth and Lauretta Droeger. At the sale Henry 
Hartman bid $1,835 and was the only bidder. Deed of conveyance 
therefore to said Henry Hartman, on Dec, 15, 1877 assigned said 
cerificate for value by writing on the back thereof to Gerhard 
Fette. 


"Now and therefore to confirm to said Gorhard Fette the sale so 
made as aforesaid, Amos W. Crozier as Sheriff for $1,835,35 and the 
presentation of said certificate, with the endorsement or assign- 
ment thereon as aforesaid. The said Gerhard Fette,his heirs etc., 
property held by Elizabeth M. and Lauretta D. Droeger. Witnesses, 
Amos W. Crozier, Sheriff; Adam Stoneking, Notary Public; Henry C. 
Schmuth, Recorder; December 15, 1877." 


On August 9, 1958 the writer found at the Dearborn County Recor- 
der's Office in Book 35, page 286, that on December 11, 1877 Ger- 
hard Fette and his wife Elizabeth transferred their property at 
Weisberg to Henry Hartman for $1,400, and from that it appears that 
it was a trade in which Gerhard Fette traded his house, blacksmith 
shop and the ground at Weisburg to Henry Hartman for the mill pro- 
perties at the Laughery Creek, which was four days before the Ver- 
Sailles Court House records disclose the deal. And from present in- 
dications it appears that Gerhard Fette gave Henry Hartman a few 
hundred dollars to boot in the trade, 


Then it was also found in Book 51, page 414, where Joseph Man- 
gold of Dearborn County conveyed to Gerhard Fette for $3S0 the 
north half of the southeast fourth section,Township No. 8, Range 
NOs *EGCr aBctc. 


Then in Book No. 52, page 409, Nov. 20, 1881, Gerhard and Eliza- 
beth Fette transferred the same property of 14-51/100 acres back 
to Joseph Mangold for $300. 


This deal with Joseph Mangold is not understood by the writer. 
Then on May 20, 1881 Gerhard and Elizabeth Fette sold 14-51/100 
acres to Christopher Kohlmeier for $245, recorded July 29, 1881. 
Nicholas Vogelgegang, Notary Public and Michael Busendorf, R.C. 


Mr. Bertelsman said that Mr. Erhart occupied the house after 
Fette moved away, evidently in rent, then was sold to Mr. Kohlmeier 
as noted above. 
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Mr. Bertelsman said the water wheel was an overshot wheel and 
that a saw mill had been changed over from a water mill to a steam 
mill previous to Mr, Droeger's ownership. 


Had Mr. Droeger continued to operate with steam he might have 
been more successful . 


In all this maze of complications the writer assumes the fol- 
lowing: Evidently Mr. Droeger invested all his savings in the pur- 
chase of the mill, then borrowed the money to build n dam, which 
he in despair saw scattered down the Laughery Creek, which was such 
a shock to him that he shortly died of grief. 


Another question prompts itself. What happened to the saw mill? 
Did Kingfield and Spencer acquire the saw mill for the claim they 
had against the property? 


It may be said of Gerhard Fette, that after all the unfortunate 
episodes of his predecessors, made a success of the mill which he 
bought Dec. 15, 1877, and operated the mill at the Laughery Creek 
location until Saturday, May 31, 1879 when he began to move the 
mill away from that location. 


In the locality of the mill a considerable wilderness still 
existed. One day while Gerhard Fette was busily engaged in getting 
the mill in readiness to start, a farmer stopped in to invite him 
to a log rolling frolic in which he intended to cut down a lot of 
trees to clear land for cultivation, along Laughery Creek. They 
would cut down trees, cut the trunks into logs, which they rolled 
down the hill where the spring floods would carry them away. The 
limbs of the trees they burned at the place. Father Gerhard de- 
clined the invitation, due to the urgency of getting the mill ready 
to run. Then the farmer proceeded to another neighbor, Squire 
Bertelsman (Father of Gus Bertelsman). It may be said here that 
Gerhard Fette and Squire Bertelsman became very intimate friends 
immediately when he took over the mill, to such an extent, as Fa- 
ther Gerhard once related the squire had a case before him, when 
he declared a recess and went to the mill to ask Gerhard's advice. 
Gerhard told him how he would decide the case, the Squire departed 
saying "That is just the way I will decide". 


When the farmer invited the squire, the squire asked him if he 
invited the new miller. In reply he was told that the new miller 
evidently was not interested in the welfare of his neighbors and 
had declined the invitation. ?he Squire then assured the farmer 
that the new miller will be there, whereupon he called on Gerhard 
and impressed him with the idea that he would make a big mistake 
if he did not take advantage of that opportunity to meet a large 
number of his potential customers. So Gerhard changed his mind and 
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accompanied the squire to that log rolling where he had a delight- 
ful time in cheerfully meeting his new neighbors, and working with 
them. 


Gerhard Fette had two cousins in St. Louis, Herman and August 
Fette, and when Gerhard was preparing to start the mill. which had 
been idle for some time, a stranger dropped in and introduced him- 
self (unfortunately the name is not remembered) as a good friend 
of Gerhard's cousins in St. Louis and told him of all the favors 
he had received of them and from whom he had been told of Gerhard's 
acquisition of the flour mill. Since he was an expert flour miller, 
and had no way to repay them for all their kindness, decided to re- 
pay his debt of gratitude to their cousin and journeyed to Indiana 
to help Gerhard get started, and teach him the milling trade. This 
is written from memory as Gerhard told the story. 


Gerhard had been grinding feed for the farmers at Weisburg, 
where he conducted a blacksmith shop, but flour milling is an alto- 
gether different matter, at which Gerhard was an amateur. Milling 
good flour is an art that few people master. Gerhard often spoke 
of his gratitude for that friend, just when he needed it and the 
pains that friend took to make a good miller of him. That friend 
remained with him several weeks until he was fully satisfied that 
Gerhard thoroughly knew the art of milling flour. 


From many sources it was heard repeatedly of the good flour that 
Gerhard Fette turned out with that mill, and that his flour could 
not be surpassed by the best millers in the country. Gerhard had 
hired his brother-in-law, Andrew Klee, as his assistant. That same 
summer the Fette cousins died in St Louis, which broke up the 
friendship the Fette cousins entertained for each other. 


When Gerhard Fette moved from Weisburg to the Laughery Creek 
mill he took along with him the feed grinding unit, on which he 
ground feed for the farmers around Weisburg. But the unit stood a- 
round the mill and was never used, until Nicholas Fette took over 
the mill. Nicholas made good use of it, and increased his feed, 
corn and rye grinding capacity considerably. 


As the mill was successfully operating, Gerhard Fette had event- 
ually realized a lifetime ambition; to own and operate a flour mill 
of his own. 


In this connection the writer may relate his knowledge of that 
secret ambition which his father evidently nursed through the 
years. 


The writer one Sunday afternoon accompanied his father on a bug- 
gy ride, when he drove to Dover (Kelso). On our return we stopped 
in to make a call on Mrs. O'Keefe, who asked father how he even got 
into the milling business, and the following is remembered from 
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that conversation. In 1850 or '51 when Gerhard was eight, or nine 
years of age and while his father still resided in Oldenburg, the 
Mauss mill was being erected in New Alsace, When Francis Fette 
moved back to New Alsace in 1852, Gerhard was eleven years of age, 
and the Mauss mill was in full operation. Francis Fette's home was 
just a few hundred yards from the mill. He often spoke of his in- 
terest in that mill, and spent many hours watching the various ac- 
tivities there, and being mechanically inclined, had hopes of some 
day owning and operating a flour mill of his own. Farmers and o- 
thers came from a distance of fifty miles to the Mauss Mill and 
often had to remain several days awaiting their turn to have their 
grist ground. 


He told of one incident when one night the mill gradually slowed 
down in speed. The miller went to the basement engine room and 
there found the engineer unconscious on the floor. The engineer had 
walked too close to the governor of the engine, and one of the go- 
vernor balls had struck him on the head and had knocked him out, 
consequently he failed to keep up the fires which dropped the steam 
pressure, with the result that the engine slowed down which attrac- 
ted the attention of the miller. 


The farmers who had to lay over, of which there were many, had 
to stop over at any of the 14 inns at New Alsace at the time. Some 
farmers would bribe the miller to grind their grist ahead of the 
others and when it was noticed, the miller usually came up with a 
good excuse for having made the error. 


The Mauss mill operated at New Alsace nearly 15 years when it 
burned down during the Civil War. On August 12, 1852 an add in the 
newspaper advertised (which add is in the writer's files) the Mauss 
Flour and Saw Mill for sale, with 120 acres of land. The flour mill 
recently received two French Mill Stones. Even though the mill was 
for sale, it was not sold and Mr. Mauss operated the mill until 
1864 when the mill burned. The mill stones of which there were four 
weighing about a ton each, were evidently hauled by wagons from the 
Ohio River at Lawrenceburg, as there were no railroads at the time. 
It has been said; that some of Mr. Mauss's enemies set the mill on 
fire, as he was a Republican and did not conceal it ln those hectic 
days when most everybody in that vicinity were Democrats. 


During the Morgan Raid through New Alsace, no one could find 
Mr. Mauss, as he was well hidden. After the mill burned down, Mr. 
Mauss moved to Indianapolis, where he started a brewery and became 
very wealthy. The writer heard his father speak of his visits to 
the Mauss Brewery, where one of the Mauss boys from New Alsace was 
the brewmaster, and one of the Weis boys (also from New Alsace) was 
the Chief Engineer, and later George Zix of New Alsace was the Cel- 
lar Boss (George Zix of the former Zix Brewery at New Alsace). It 
is evident that others from New Alsace also worked at the Mauss 
Brewery. 


Even though Gerhard Fette wanted to be a miller, he however 
learned the blacksmith trade from his father and in the wagon shops 
of St; Louis. He consequently followed blacksmithing for many years. 
before he could think of realizing his secret ambition. 


Gerhard Fette operated the flour mill at the Laughery Creek from 
December 1877 until Saturday, May 31, 1879 (one and a half years). 


Since Squire Bertelsman was previously mentioned, it may be no- 
ted, as his son Gus related, that his father was elected squire ln 
1874. The squire conducted most of his judicial sessions in the 
nearby schoolhouse, His constable lived across the Laughery Creek. 
One time a man shot his wife injuring her; Squire Bertelsman sent 
the constable to bring in the man. The Constable quickly rode to 
the railroad station and caught the man just as he was to step on 
the train to make his getaway. The squire confiscated the gun which 
was a four barrel, 22 gauge pistol. Gus Bertelsman still has the 
pistol, The writer never saw one like it. Instead of the barrels 
revolving, the striking point in the hammer revolved. 


One time Poppy Fritz, the blacksmith, had some boys arrested 
for snowballing his wife. The boys were brought in from three miles 
away, through foot-deep snow. The mother of the boys came to court 
crying, telling the squire's wife that she was afraid the squire 
would send the boys to jail. The squire fined each boy one cent and 
the court costs. Then Poppy Frltz commended that he should also 
have received damages. 


Mr. Gus Bertelsman spoke of another neighbor who had 18 acres 
of land and made a comfortable living on lt. He had a large patch 
of willows and made many baskets with the willows which he sold ln 
Cincinnati. He was also a great hunter. 


Another neighbor, Mr. Butts, was a school trustee and on one of 
his visits to the local school, he was told by the lady school tea- 
cher that one of her pupils, a boy of 21 years oP age, did not know 
his ABC’s. That pupil later entered the meat business and became 
the largest business man in Indiana. Mr. Butts has two grandsons 
living in Newport. 


Gus said many times he was sent by his parents to take people 
across the Laughery Creek. They had a horse named Sally. He would 
ride the horse along a stone wall by the mill. The party wanting 
to cross the creek would walk up that wall from which they would 
mount the horse. He would cross the creek with his passenger, then 
return the horse to the stables. 


In 1882 the Bertelsman family moved to Newport, Kentucky. Gus 
remembers Gerhard Fette visiting then in Newport and had supper 
with them. 
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The latter part of 1895 Nicholas Fette took charge as head mil- 
ler at the Bachman Flour Mill at Indianapolis, Indiana. His brother 
Frank operated the mill another year, or two, during which the wri- 
ter remembers a trip to the Laughery Creek mill location. 


Frank took his younger brothers, Martin and Anthony with him in 
a buggy on a fishing trip to the old mill location. Prank had 
placed several half gallon jugs of root beer under the buggy seat 
along with sandwiches, and other things to eat. We started out af- 
ter dark. As we were driving alone the State Road, one oP the jugs 
under the seat exploded, making a noise like a cannon shot, which 
nearly scared the wits out of us. 


When we arrived at the Laughery Creek near midnight, we found 
the creek a raging torrent in flood stage. We could not cross to 
the old mill location. The only dry spot we could find was the 
road. Frank said: "Well I an certain that no one will cross that 
creek tonight." So we spread out our blankets right on the road 
and went to sleep there. 


The next morning we walked north alone the creek bank and in a- 
bout 200 yards we saw a skiff tied up at the bank, on which we 
rowed across the creek at a deep hole location where the water was 
not so violent. 


We visited the Kohlmeyer family, who still resided there. They 
were so pleased to see, and converse with Frank. 


With the creek so swift and muddy, fishing was ruled out and we 
returned home. About 1942 the writer tried to revisit that mill 
location at the Laughery Creek, and even after being told by an 
old lady where to find it, he could not locate the place. Then in 
1945 Brother Frank Prom Tampa, Florida, visited us ln Cincinnati 
and the writer told of his efforts in trying to find the old mill 
location; upon which Frank said, "Lets drive out there and I will 
show you where it is. This we did and he also could not locate the 
place. We had dinner that Sunday at Osgood, Indiana. 


We were later told that the old road from the east does not ex- 
ist anymore. But the mill location can be reached from the west, 
which road ends at the creek. 


About 1896, or '97, Frank also left New Alsace to accept a po- 
Sition at the tile works at Indianapolis, Indiana. During that time 
Gerhard Fette operated the mill at the Laughery Creek. He now not 
only ground grist, but bought wheat to sell flour to various stores 
and some private trade. He supplied a number of stores with flour 
and often it was heard that his flour could not be surpassed any- 
where. Yet he was not satisfied with that location. The older boys 
were obliged to board with their grandparents in order to attend 
school at New Alsace. The older George Fette with his grandfather 
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Klee, and Nicholas with grandfather Fette. 


Grandfather Fette thought out a plan of possibly moving the 
mill. On Sunday, June 1, 1879 he attended church services at New 
Alsace with his family. Then after the church services he called 
that memorable meeting in the church yard. After the men were all 
gathered around, Gerhard Fette asked them how they felt about ha- 
ving a flour mill again at New Alsace. The reaction was greater 
than Gerhard had anticipated. It seemed that every one present was 
in hearty accord that it was needed. Then Gerhard Fette proposed 
that if those present would do the hauling he would move his mill 
to New Alsace. They all readily agreed to do so. 


Then the next day, Monday morning, June 2nd, his brother-in-law, 
Andrew Klee, who worked for him, started to tear down the mill. 
Gerhard remained overnight and that morning looked over various lo- 
cations for the mill, and decided on a location in the second val- 
ley on the road to Yorkville, where a suitable water supply for 
the mill was available and bought about seven acres from William 
Gleineman on which to move the mill. He also arranged with Gleine- 
man to build the house and the mill foundations and Gleineman en- 
gaged Mr. Hagedorn to help him lay the stone walls. Gleineman was 
also engaged to dig the water supply pond for the mill. 


In a few days the wagons started arriving from New Alsace, a 
distance of about seventeen miles from New Alsace to the Laughery 
Creek mill location. 


The writer often ponders over that tremendous undertaking, mo- 
ving all the heavy machinery and the large heavy building, which 
evidently took an army of men, to raise the heavy framework consis- 
ting of hewn timbers eighteen inches square and fifty feet long. 
One of those heavy timbers was a load ln itself over those prima- 
tive roads. The first thing they decided to move was the bolters 
(silk cloth sifters) which were carefully prepared for shipment. 
The bolters were moved into Grandfather Nicholas Klee's barn at New 
Alsace until the mill building was re-erected and under roof. They 
had to be moved on a clear day, as a rain would have ruined those 
machines. Possibly the heaviest load was the steam boiler, for 
which the stoutest log wagon had to be found and evidently took 
four or six horses to pull the load. 


Gerhard Fette always had a driving ambition, and no task ever 
seemed too much for him and in that project of moving that mill he 
moved fast. The moving started June 2nd and on Monday November 3, 
1879 the mill started operating in its new location, without an 
accident or injury in that vast undertaking. 


New Alsace again had a flour mill, and Gerhard Fette could have 
his boys at home with him which he cherished very much. After the 
mill was operating successfully for a short time, Gerhard Fette 
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went into the brick business by starting a brick yard, making and 
selling brick, besides operating the mill. 


Gerhard Fette then evidently had reached his goal and owning and 
operating a flour mill and brick yard the same as he admired so 


much ln his youth, and his boyhood wish realized. He had reestab- 
lished the same enterprises that Francis Walliser and Casper Mauss 
had going, just a short distance away fifteen years previously. 


It may be stated here that even though the Mauss mill burned 
down l1n 1864 the brick yard operated till about 1875, by Joseph 
Byers, son-ln-law of Mr. Walliser. It appeared that the Mauss Mill 
and the brick yard was a joint enterprise of Mr. Mauss and Mr. 
Walliser. 


About 1888 or 1889 Gerhard Fette rebuilt the house as it still 
exists today. 


About 1891-92 Gerhard Fette contracted with the J. B. Alfree Co. 
in Indianapolis to erect the new roller mill ln the same building 
that housed the stone buhr mill which was the first roller mill 
north of Aurora, of fifty barrel's per day capacity. After a good 
supply of flour and feed had been stored away for the trade for 
the duration of the shutdown, the mill was shut down and the dis- 
mantling started. 


The old mill had two large pairs of buhrs six feet in diameter, 
and the smaller ones were about 3 and 1/2. We were often told that 
the millstones were imported from France, Both stones of a pair had 
large round openings in the center. The smaller of each pair re- 
mained stationary while grinding. The drive shaft came up through 
the center of the lower stationary stone, which revolved the upper 
stone at high speed. 

A round wood casing with a top enclosed the buhrs. On it rested 
the frame of the feeder and hopper. The feeder, which could be re- 
gulated, dropped the grain down through the center of the upper 
stone. The centrifugal force crowded the grain and meal through be- 
tween the stones to the outer periphery into the casing, then 
dropped down a spout into a bucket elevator, which carried the meal 
up to the bolters which sifted the flour from the bran. The revol- 
ving stone could be adjusted by an adjusting wheel on the side of 
the buhrs. In starting up, the upper stone would swing high. Then 
as the grain was fed the upper stone was gradually let down by the 
handwheel until the meal felt just right. 


After about two weeks of operation the buhrs became dull and had 
to be dressed (or sharpened). That was the purpose of two pairs of 
buhrs, so one could be dressed (or sharpened) while the other man 
was operating. The preparation for dressing the buhrs was a unique 
operation. With an ingenious hoisting device, the upper stone could 
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be lifted up, swung aside and turned upside down and deposited on 
a stout buck, which then laid bare both grinding surfaces which 
consisted of a series of saw tooth grooves, which had to be cut | 
deeper at each dressing. The grooves were about 3/16 inch deep then 
gradually came to the surface, with each groove about 1 3/4 inch 
wide. One groove extended from the center to the outer circumfer- 
ence. Then four grooves branched off from the longer one, each 
branch groove in succession being shorter, and a series of them 
made up the grinding surface. A grain in that groove would roll up 
the slanting surface and be crushed in doing so. 


Many weary nights Gerhard Fette spent lying on his side, with 
a cushion under his hips and another under one elbow, picking away, 
and many a night he picked away till midnight dressing the buhrs. 
The dressing was done with steel mill picks, with cutting edges on 
both ends. They were two inches wide and about ten inches long, 
which fitted into a wood handle. The picks were 1 1/2 inches thick 
in the center and from there tapered off to a point on each end. 
With continued use the picks had to be sharpened repeatedly and 
when they became too blunt, they were forged thinner and retempered 
in the blacksmith shop and when reduced to five inches ln length 
they were discarded. 


The outside of Gerhard Fette's fingers were purple black from 
minute particles of steel (from the mill picks) imbedded under the 
skin from his knuckles to the joints of his fingers. With the new 
new roller mill all that hard work of dressing buhrs was elimina- 
ted. 


With the roller dill the grain is ground between two steel rol- 
lers, which are corrugated (also saw tooth). One roll turns faster 
than its companion, which gives the grain a turning motion while 
being crushed. The rolls in that mill were nine inches in diameter 
and 18 inches long, where most other places they were six to twelve 
inches. The corrugated surface is hardened and recutting of the 
corrugations is only necessary after about fifteen years of operat- 
Lon. 

In the basement engine room we had a grindstone, where the mill 
picks were sharpened, sometimes a dozen at a time. Many times as 
a schoolboy, the writer had to toke his turn cranking the grind- 
stone. Previously brother Nicholas had arranged to turn the grind- 
stone from the engine shaft by a belt. Then one time the belt came 
off and wrapped up on the engine shaft. Brother Nicholas stepped 
into the flywheel pit to unwrap the belt and had it almost free 
when the belt caught his hands and wrapped up again and pulled him 
off his feet and spun him around like a pinwheel, his feet swinging 
out, with his feet he knocked off the grindstone frame, which was 
spiked to one of the mill posts. His older brother George just hap- 
pened to pass through the engine room at the time, and seeing what 
was happening, quickly stopped the engine. When Father Gerhard saw 
the mill stop, ho rushed downstairs, and together they freed Nicho- 
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las who was unconscious. His shoes and stockings were off his feet. 
His father carried him into the house. He soon revived and fortu- 
nately had no broken bones, and apparently no after effects. After 
that incident Father Gerhard did not allow a belt driven grind- 
stone. So we had to crank the stone by hand. 


Before Gerhard Fette ventured into what was possible his great- 
est financial undertaking he consulted his sons, Nicholas, Frank, 
Andres, and John and discussed the proposition with them, and asked 
them if they would stay with him to see it through. His sons eager- 
ly agreed and promised to help him make a success with it. He then 
made the final agreement with the J. B. Mc Alfree Co. to provide 
the machinery and do the planning and engineering, and Fette and 
sons to do the erecting (or millwright work). 


When the blue prints and flow sheets arrived they created con- 
siderable interest. The writer was then between eight and nine 
years of age, and they were the first blue prints he had seen, and 
at the time had no idea that in future years he would design and 
draw such prints by the hundreds. The writer remembers brother Ni- 
cholas dressing poplar lumber for the spouting and elevators, and 
he had all the elevator heads and boots made before the machinery 
arrived. Also saw brothers Andrew and John excavating the basement 
in which brother Frank built the brick foundation for the twelve 

elevators to serve the new mill. 


When the shipment of machinery arrived at Weisburg, consisting 
of many carloads, about 15 or 20 wagons proceeded there to haul the 
machines, and after all the machines were loaded, the parade for 
New Alsace started. The writer will never forget as a schoolboy 
seeing that parade passing the school yard, and the teacher had de- 
clared a recess so we all could see the wagons with the glistening 
machines pass by. 


The stone buhrs were moved out of the mill building. The wheat 
cleaning machinery that had functioned in the old mill, went back 
into the new mill. The following machines were new: three double 
sets of rolls, twelve bucket elevators, one sieve scalper, four 
bolting reels, one centrifugal reel, one middling purifier, one 
bran duster, one flourpacker, a network of spouting, two line 
shafts, with pulleys, belting, etc., etc. 


The Alfree engineers gave their opinion that the engine was 
powerful enough but later it was found that the engine was a little 
short of power for the new mill, when the auxiliary mills were ope- 
rating for grinding feed, corn, etc., and with all the machinery 
operating the engine had to labor too hard, and later on a larger 
engine was purchased and installed. The feed and corn was still 
ground on the same old stone buhrs. That machinery was left intact. 
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Finally after a number of weeks the erection was completed and 
the Alfree Company sent a milling specialist to start the mill, 
and make the necessary adjustments and teach the boys how to 
operate the mill, which he did in about a week. 


The day the new mill was started was a memorable one when hun- 
dreds of visiting people came from many mlles around to see the new 
mill ln operation. 


Clara Fette, the youngest daughter, opened the throttle on the 
engine, upon the suggestion of Mr. Leman, the Alfree expert, to 
start the mill. 


With the new mill they initiated the custom grinding, where pre- 
viously each customer's wheat was ground individually, as the cus- 
tomers arrived. With the new system the wheat the customers brought 
was placed on the scales and weighed, then the number of bushels 
were calculated, and the wheat emptied down the wheat sink (or 
bin). In return the customer received for each bushel of wheat, 35 
pounds of flour, 10 pounds of bran and 2 pounds of millings. With 
that system the customer did not have to wait for the grinding and 
a lot of time was saved for both customer and miller. In the grind- 
ing of feed and corn we continued the toll system. The fuel re- 
quired to operate the mill was two cords of wood costing $5 per 
day. 


After the mill was successfully operating, the grocers at Law- 
renceburg were solicited to sell the new "Snow Flake" flour. After 
a short time, most all grocers proclaImed it the best flour coming 
into Lawrenceburg. It required no salesmanship to sell all the 
flour the mill could turn out. 


Shortly after Gerhard Fette came out with his "Snow Flake Flour™ 
and made good on his venture into the roller mill process, all the 
other mills followed suit, namely: Lawrenceburg, Weisburg, Morris, 
Batesville and the two mills at Harrison and many others. 


Brother John Fette was the main delivery man to Lawrenceburg, 
and for nearly two years delivered numerous loads of flour. Then 
John took sick and died September 20, 1892. His death cast a gloom 
on the entire family and things were never the same after that. 


Some time about 1892 Gerhard had a photograph taken of the Fette 
Flour Mill, and house. From that photograph, C. O. Wright, Commerc- 
ial Artist, Cincinnati, Ohio, made this pen sketch. It may he noted 
that the mill was operating at the time, by the puffs of steam es- 
caping from the engine exhaust pipe. Many people had rides in the 
Canoe shown on the water pond. 
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The large oak tree in the distance on the Zinser farm on the 
highest prominence for a considerable distance around, was quite 
a landmark, due to its location and its curved top. 


On the wagon on the main road was a load of flour leaving the 
mill. 


Farther in the millyard in front of another flour wagon was Mo- 
ther, sisters Mary, Margaret and Clara, and two Klump sisters. The 
three figures on the loading platform are: brother Andrew, the lar- 
gest, the next brother Martin, and the smallest, Anthony, the wri- 
ter. 


The driver of the loaded flour wagon at the loading platform was 
brother Nicholas and his companion on the seat with him was Frank 
Klump. 


The writer may report a remembrance of brother Martin: In those 
days the bank checking system was not as yet generally used to pay 
bills. Most all transactions were by cash payments. Martin remem- 
bered when the Alfree Co. was paid. He saw stacks of gold on the 
dining room table, mostly ln twenty dollar pieces, stacked in vari- 
ous stacks, which made counting easy, Then it was all put into a 
stout canvas bag and placed in Herman's grip for delivery at the 
Alfree office. 


The latter part of 1895 Nicholas Fette took charge as head mil- 
ler at the Bachman Mill at Indianapolis, Indiana and his brother 
Frank operated the mill another year, or two, when he also left 
for employment at Indianapolis as an Engineer. 


Then their Father Gerhard depended on the help of Andrew, Martin 
and the writer, 


The mill was still operating with the old two flue boiler 
(staemboat boiler) which was installed at the Laughery Creek lo- 
cation. The boiler was showing signs of distress. About 1899 Ger- 
hard Fette ordered a new tubular boiler fabricAted by the Robert 
Jones Boiler Co. at Cincinnati, which was shipped to Guilford. The 
Fox boys, George and William, were engaged to haul the boiler to 
the mill from Guilford, which they did with a large log wagon and 
six horses and rigged the boiler right into place at the mill. 


Frank Fette took a leave of absence to come home to install the 
boiler. 


On about December 1, 1901, Gerhard Fette caught a bad cold, 
which developed into pneumonia and he died on Dec. 9, 1901, and so 
ended the dynamic career of a great man of noble character, 
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We younger sons struggled along operating the mill for some 
time. Later that year Mother took a trip to visit her son Nicholas 
at Indianapolis and suggested that he take over the New Alsace 
Mills, and offered Nicholas low rental, which he accepted. But to 
get relieved of his important position took considerable time, and 
he did not arrive until the latter part of April, 1902. 


During that time an interesting event took place, which may be 
included here: 


On March 16, 1955 the writer received the following letter from 
Mr. Hayes Mc Fadden, president of the Fairland National Bank, at 
Fairland, Indiana. 


Enclosed is the literature you loaned me regarding the Red Mill. 


The Shelby County Historical Society held it's March meeting the 
other evening and I read your memoirs to the group and needless to 
state, this was greatly enjoyed. 


May I thank you for the loan of this material, and also tell you 
that I enjoyed meeting you. 


Please accept my best regards. 
Very truly yours, 
Hayes Mc Fadden 


The following is the story. 


"FOND RECOLLECTIONS OF THE RED MILL NEAR BOGGSTOWN, INDIANA" 


On page 14 of the New Alsace History appears an item: "Jacob 
Whetzel blazed a trail from the Whitewater River to Indianapolis, 
which should have stated: From Brookville to the White River. The 
trail must have passed between Shelbyville and Fairland, Indiana, 
and came to the White River some miles south of Independance. 


The trail was evidently used by many immigrants going west. We 
have been informed that a man, by the name of Joseph Hough, from 
Ohio, who was a soldier in the war of 1812, came over the trail, 
and selected the site on Sugar Creek near the present Boggstown, 
Indiana for a water mill, and purchased land there and built a 
water mill, now known as the "Red Hill" in 1821, three years after 
Whetzel blazed the trail. 
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Later three more mills were built on Sugar Creek, some distance 
from each other. One of them, the "Clark Mill~. At the turn of the 
century, both mills, the Red Mill and the Clark Mill had other own- 
ers. The Clark Mill was owned by Mr. Herrlng and the Red Mill by 
Mr. Rasp. For some years Nicholas Fette was head miller at the 
Bachman Mills at Indianapolis. In the summer of 1901, an elderly 
man stopped in at the Bachman Mill and introduced himself to Nichl- 
las Fette as Mr. Rasp, the owner of the mill at Boggstown, and 
engaged Nicholas in a conversation ln regards to rebuilding his 
mill; that he had bought the flour milling machinery of the Clark 
Mill, which were of the Nordyke & Manmon manufacturers, builders 
of four milling machinery, at that time at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and that the machinery had been used only a short period of time, 
and was in good condition, and had the blueprints with him, which 
he opened up for Nick's inspection, asking Nick what he thought of 
them. 


After Nicholas glanced them over, he commented that they looked 
OfK esto Him? 


Mr. Rasp informed Nicholas that he was in need of a good miller 
and millwright to erect it, and asked Nicholas if he would build 
it for him. Nicholas advised him that he would not resign his po- 
sition, nor take leave of absence, for some time to come, but that 
he had a brother, Prank Fette, who at that time was out of employ- 
ment, and who was not as capable as he was, and if he would engage 
Frank, he (Nick) would supervise the erection, and start up the 
mill for him. 


Nicholas had his brother Frank to meet Mr. Rasp, and Frank was 
engaged to build the mill. Mr. Rasp left the blueprints with Nicho- 
las. Very shortly, Nicholas and Frank thoroughly studied the prints 
and flow sheets at the Bachman Mill. It is the impression that they 
spent several hours at it. Frank took the prints, which incidently 
were the only prints Mr. Rasp had. Frank put the prints in his 
large overcoat pocket, and proceeded home. When he arrived at home, 
he reached into the pocket and the prints were not there. The coat 
pocket had a large hole. He had lost them. Frank immediately re- 
traced his steps back to the Bachman Mill without finding them. 
Frank then bought some tracing paper, or cloth, and on it redrew 
the prints from memory. It may be stated here that milling machin- 
ery and their flow sheets are considerably complicated, and to an 
amateur, they look like a weird mass of crosslines, without making 
any sense. To fully understand the milling system, takes years of 
training. After the tracings were completed, Frank had blueprints 
made of them. The owner of the mill, even after looking them over 
numerous times, never realized that they were not the original 
prints that he left with Nicholas Fette. 
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Frank Fette rebuilt the water wheel, the raceway, raised the 
roof of the mill, installed all the machinery, and from past ex- 
perience, gave all the spouting considerable pitch so no choke-ups 
would result which occasionally happened at the Fette mill at New 
Alsace. The owner, Mr. Rasp often marveled at the extreme skill of 
Frank Fette ln his work. The rebuilding of the Red Mill took place 
during the winter of 1901-02, while Nicholas Fette, at the request 
of his mother, was planning to resign his position, and take over 
the Fette mill at New Alsace. When Nicholas left Indianapolis in 
the Spring of 1902 he proceeded to Boggstown to be with Frank for 
a week or two in starting up the mill, before coming to New Alsace. 
The new mill operated to perfection, after all the various adjust- 
ments to be made, which is one of the miller's arts, to adjust here 
and there to secure the proper fineness of the meal at various 
points. Mr. Rasp, after the mill operated so successfully, settled 
up with Frank Fette with his compliments and gave Frank a fine 
meerschaum pipe, as Frank was a great pipe smoker, and invited 
Frank to come out occasionally to fish in Sugar Creek and the race- 
way. 


Some time later Frank pedaled his bicycle, which was before the 
days of the auto, to Boggstown to try his luck at fishing. He found 
that they operated the mill day and night. They would make their 
last trip to the mill at 9 p.m. seeing that there was plenty of 
wheat ln the bins and that there was enough room in the flour and 
bran bins. Then they locked up the mill, which ran through the 
night without any attention. 


That method of operating was made possible by the skill of Frank 
Fette. At our mill at New Alsace we would not dare operate five 
minutes without someone being on the mill floor, and from experi- 
ence at New Alsace Frank forestalled the dreaded choke-ups we ocas- 
Siona]ly had, and had given all the spouting in the Red Mill all 
the possible pitch, even to the extant of raising the mill roof to 
make it possible. 


Frank Fette started on the assignment in the early fall of 1901, 
and worked on the project through that winter, and got the mill 
ready to start up in early April, as Nicholas arrived at New Al- 
sace, the latter part of April 1902. ; 


Brother Nicholas often spoke of the Red Mill and its owner, and 
how economically that mill operated without any power cost, where 
with the steam mill required $5 worth of fuel per day, plus main- 
tenance. In the Red Mill all you had to do was to open the water 
gate and the mill started. 


The owner, Mr. Rasp, was so well pleased with tho skill with 
which Frank made such neat fits on belt openings, tight spouts and 
thoir joints. The entire job was so expertly planned that when Ni- 
cholas arrived Mr. Rasp told him how well he was pleased. The wri- 
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ter all through the years had never seen the Red Mill, but had a 
very clear mental picture of it, from hearing his brother speak of 
LG? 


In the summer of 1951 the writer visltod the Red Mill and found 
that they had discontinued milling flour, and all flour milling ma- 
chinery had been removed, but the mill still operated as a feed 
Wid 1. 


The present owner, the grandson of Mr, Rasp, Frederick R. Gar- 
ver, stated that he still had a lot of records and prints with 
Frank Fette's name on them. He then introduced the writer to 
Charles B. Marsh, the carpenter who had worked as a helper to 
Frank, who remembered Frank quite well and spoke highly of Frank's 
cordiality and skill. 


That visit sure was with a feeling of nostalgia to visit the 
place where his two brothers labored, both deceased for years and 
their good work still functioning. It was the first visit there 
for the writer ln 52 years. 


The writer wishes to add that very few people are so blessed 
with such wonderful older brothers, and the memory of them and 
their fine characters is surely his most cherished memory. 


On July 14, 1954 the Indianapolis News featured that Red Mill 
with several pictures and a description of the mill built ln 1821 
in Shelby Country, Indiana which clippings repose ln the writer’s 
files. 


It may be mentioned here how the writer met Mr. Mc Fadden. On 
the last visit to the Red Mill, Mr. Carver told the waiter that a 
certain Mr. Mc Fadden who resided not far from the mill was presi- 
dent of the Indiana Historical Society, who would evidently be 
pleased to know the writer and upon being told where his residence 
was, made the short trip, and found Mr. Mc Fadden at home, to whom 
the writer introduced himself, and a very interesting conversation 
was enjoyed by both of us, and the writer loaned him the literature 
mentioned previously. 


As previously stated Nicholas Fette arrived at New Alsace the 
latter part of Aprll 1902, and operated the mill until his death 
in 1920. The first six years he rented the property until the 
youngest sister, Clara, became of age; Nicholas then bought the 
property. The writer continued working for his brother Nicholas 
for several years, 


Nicholas immediately after taking charge, made many improvements 
and revived the Lawrenceburg trade where again a lot of the Fette 
flour was sold and many trips the writer remembers to Lawrenceburg 
in delivering flour. 
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The writer left New Alsace in 1907 to take on employment at the 
Lunkenheimer shops ln Cincinnati. In 1913 the writer wrote to Nich- 
olas in reference to starting a flour agency in Cincinnati and re-. 
ceived the following reply: 


Aprll 28, 1913 
Dear Anthony and Family: 


I suppose you heard that your friend Andrew Thibo was burled 
last week. 


About flour. We would do better if you could furnish 100 pound 
sacks. I will sell you flour at $5.10 delivered nt Welsburg. We 
are having a very busy time right now. You know all bridges are 
washed away, and now everybody on this side of Harrison and Cedar 
Grove have to come to our mill, now for the past three weeks. We 
have been running continuously. Bright got a four horse load of 
flour. Sunman at St. Leon and also Hoffman each got a large load 
of flour. South Gate got a three horse load. Logan Corners got four 
large loads of flour. There are some people who can see the Harri- 
son Mills from their homes, but cannot get there, and they come to 
New Alsace to mill. 


Will close for this time. 
Regards to all from 
N. & M. Fette 
That letter followed the flood of 1913. 


Nicholas Fette died January 13, 1192, after which his sons Cor- 
nellus and Francis Fette continued to operate the mill for their 
mother. Excerpts Prom the lawrenceburg Register, October 30, 1924: 


NEW ALSACE MILL BURNS 


Fire of undetermined orgin completely destroyed the New Alsace 
Roller Mill and most of it's contents early last Saturday evening 
(October..256h)> 


The fire was discovered about five o'clock by Mrs. Nicholas Fet- 
te, who resides nearby. In a short time hundreds of people from the 
immediate neighborhood and the surrounding country were on the 
scene. As the fire had started on the third floor, those arriving 
first on the scene turned thoir attention to saving some of the 
contents on the first floor for it was soon evident that the build- 
ing could not be saved. A bucket brigade was soon formed and 
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through heroic efforts of the neighbors and others who responded 

to the alarm, the house of Mrs. Fette, which is very close to the 
spot was saved from the flames. The mill was erected by Mr. Gerhard 
Fette about 1880. It was operated by him from then until his death. 


It was then taken over by his son Nicholas Fette, who managed the 
business until his death five years ago. The sons of Mr. Fette, 
Cornelius and Francis have operated the business very successfully 
in the past few years. Many improvements were made. An oil engine 
was installed, and other costly improvements were made in recent 
years. All machinery, as well as the building, is a total loss. In 
addition to the loss to the owners; the destruction of the mill 
will also be felt by the surrounding communities for the plant has 
always been noted for the excellent quality of the product it 
turned out. The men who have succeeded each other in charge of the 
business have been noted for their honest and fair dealings with 
the public. The loss of machinery, the building and contents in- 
volves a large amount. 


It was partly covered by insurance in York, Jackson and Man- 
chester Township Farmers Mutual Inaurance Company. 


Then shortly this item appeared in the Lawrenceburg papers: We 
wish to thank all our friends for their assistance at the fire 
which destroyed our mill. Through their efforts, our other build- 
ings and home were saved, and we feel deeply grateful to all. Mrs. 
Mary Fette and Sons. 


The following Sunday the writer made a visit to the ruins, and 
the readers may imagine the writers feelings and thoughts there, 
when viewing all the tangled machinery lying in the basement. All 
the toil, labor and efforts of many decades; all destroyed. The 
fond memories of that great institution lingers on. Respectfully, 
Anthony A. Fette. 


P.S. The writer has written the Biography of Gerhard B. Fette, 
which is written considerably more into details than the foreoing, 
which relates the various other trades at which Gerhard Fette was 
very proficient, besides blacksmithing and milling. Also his civic, 
philanthropic and charitable qualities. 


Anthony A. Fette, author of The Fette Mill History 
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This material has been electronicly copied from an original 
manuscript borrowed from Mr. Ray Baalman of Richland, Washington. 
Mr. Baalman is a first cousin twice removed of Mr. Anthony Fette. | 
Mr. Baalman had the pleasure of knowing and working with Mr. Fette 
on their common interest, genealogy. Mr. Baalman's maternal great 
grandmother, Elizabeth Fette Gosmeyer was Mr. Fette's aunt. 


I merely copied the manuscript and did the indexing. I have an 
interest because Elizabeth Fette's husband, John Henry Gosmeyer, 
was my first cousin twice removed. Mr. Baalman is my third cousin 
twice removed. 


Jean Edward Schaefer 
3913 Woodthrush Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45251 
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